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WHO WILL 


OUR CHALLENGE -- 40,000,000 PEOPLE 


In the providence of God the Presbyterian Church in the United States has been given 
the responsibility for evangelizing at least forty million people in designated areas of 
Mexico, Ecuador, Brazil, Belgian Congo, Portugal, Formosa, Japan and Korea. Our 

“Church has gladly assumed the responsibility. 


These people are a sizeable significant part of the present revolutionary world. All of 
them have either achieved or else seek to achieve national integrity. Most of them are 
poverty ridden and are seeking to improve their material lot in life. Many are diseased 
and are seeking healing for their bodies. Most of them are victims of the break-up of 
the old religious and cultural patterns known to their grandparents. They are groping 
for a new religious and philosophical basis for their lives. Few of them have been in- 
troduced to Jesus Christ Who is their only hope. Many may never know Him unless 


we do more than we are now doing. 


All of these areas are wide open to our missionaries today. It is easy to reach these 
countries by good transportation facilities. At this writing there is little or no outward 
persecution. Most of the national governments are not hostile. Never have the people 


been more willing to listen. 

Despite the dire need and this unprecedented opportunity our Church does not have 
enough missionaries to accomplish the task. There were only 478 missionaries among 
these forty million people on December 1, 1955. Who will go to help increase our force 
to 616—which would enable our Missions to do a creditable job? 


Who will give that they may go? 
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EDITORIALS $ 


Something Out of Nothing 


God the Creator is, even todav, the sovereign 
God. It would seem that man has never needed 
this concept of Him more than now. As science 
unlocks more and more secrets of the universe 
there is an increasing tendency on the part of 
man to honor the created more than the 
Creator. 


Also, there is the tendency to feel that, even 
if God is the Great Original Source, He _ per- 
formed His acts of creation in the dim_ past, 
setting in motion certain factors and laws which 
govern the universe, then sat back after having 
relinquished control - the captive of the very 
laws He established. 


We know of no passage in the Bible more 
calculated to help man find and keep his own 
proper perspective than that found in I Corin- 
thians 1:17-31. Here Paul, contrasting God's 
wisdom with the limited wisdom of man, and 
God’s power with human capabilities, goes on 
to show the folly of man becoming wise in his 
own discoveries and conceited in his own limited 
understanding of things. 


To show the absurdity of man’s glorying in 
God's presence the apostle says: “But God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to con- 
found the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things 
which are mighty; and base things of the world, 
and things which are despised, hath God chosen, 
yea, AND THINGS WHICH ARE NOT, TO 
BRING TO NOUGHT THINGS THAT 
ARE”. 


Williams, in his translation of this passage, 
states it as follows: “‘yea, what it (the world), 
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counts as nothing, and what it thinks does not 
exist” - God will bring into use. Phillips ex- 
presses the thought in these words: “yea and 
even things which have no real existence to ex- 
plode the pretensions of things that are.” 


Not only here but throughout the Scriptures 
we are confronted with the fact that God _ is 
not the prisoner of His Own laws. He has 
retained His sovereign power and, as He sees 
fit, He has and will exercise that power for 
His Own glory and to the confusion of the 
conceit of man. 


This same thought is found in the epistle 
to the Romans where Paul is speaking of the 
faith of Abraham: “the God who can bring the 
dead to life and can call to Himself the things 
that do not exist AS THOUGH THEY DID.” 
Romans 4:17b (Williams) . 


In the 78th Psalm we are told: “Yes, they 
turned back and tempted God, and limited the 
Holy One of Israel.’ We are in grave danger 
today of limiting God by our finite concepts: 
by our human understanding of things and 
events. How the Christian needs to humble 
himself in the presence of Almighty God and 
ascribe to Him all hcnor, and power, and glory. 


Recently, in a sermon preached in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Oklahoma City, the 
pastor, Dr. C. Ralston Smith, affirmed his faith 
in the story of Jonah. Later, in a signed article 
in the daily paper, Dr. Smith further affirmed 
his belief in the miraculous, including the Vir- 
gin Birth, and at the conclusion of his heart- 
warming article he says: “Oh, I don’t rule out 
the possibility of my being wrong. It might 
be that when I get a chance to talk with Mary 
and Moses and Jonah, they will tell me I have 
believed too much! Of course I will be sorry 
to have been wrong, and to have misled you 
readers into believing that God did all of these 
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wonderful things just the way the Bible says 
he did for people in those days. I will have 
been wrong in telling you to base your confi- 
dence in His doing something for you in your 
day on these historical experiences of yesterday. 
But, think how much more terrible it would 
be to deny all these miraculous things, and 
others, like the physical resurrection of Jesus, 
and His walking on the water, and then to con- 
front these great people and find that the 
record in scripture is true, and these things did 
actually happen!!! Well, choose the 
former, thank you. If I am wrong, it will be 
on the side of faith and not on the side of 
doubt.” 
“ON THE SIDE OF FAITH AND NOT 
ON THE SIDE OF DOUBT”!!! What a 
wonderful statement! How we all need this 
faith today! How right for the Christian! How 
imperative for the minister of the Gospel! 


People will respond to the positive affirma- 
tion of a positive faith and they need it. 


God is not limited, He is the same God today 
Who in ages past brought all into existence 
by the word of His power. We owe it to Him - 
we owe it to ourselves - to stop quibbling about 


what He can do, for, HE CAN DO ANY- 
THING WHICH IS WITHIN HIS HOLY 
WILL. —L.N.B. 


Where To Begin 


An old Latin adage declares that the end 
hangs at the beginning. At least a tremendous 
importance hinges on a proper start. When one 
awakens to the consciousness of a Christian de- 
cision where shall he begin? As our students 
lor the ministry enter college or seminary there 
are many subjects to be mastered, many _ prob- 
lems to be faced, many questions to be con- 
sidered. Where shall one begin? 


The answer often given is that one must begin 
where he is. This is a good answer if one realizes 
where he is. A Christian is not in the world of 
naturalistic unbelief. He does not, therefore, 
need to start with the “normalism“ or skepticism 
of historical positivism. 

Christian properly starts intellectually 
where God _ has graciously placed him. By His 
effectual call God has placed the believer in 
Christ, in the Christian faith, and in the Chris- 
tian fellowship. Therefore, start where you are, 
means for the Christian to start where God has 
placed you. 


A score of years ago, one of our pastors at- 
tended a summer school in which the professor 
began a thousand miles away from Christ and 
by the end of the course had covered the first 
five hundred miles toward the Saviour. A pro- 
fessor, about the same time, reported that he 
had read the first hundred pages of a book on 
religious education and had not yet come to 
God or Christ. The professor in that summer 
school and the author of that book, were not 
starting where, by grace, the Christian is. 


The Apostle tells us that God Who shined 
out of primeval darkness shined into his heart 
to give the light of the knowledge of His glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ. “It pleased God 
to reveal His Son in me.” ‘This means that 
the Apostle began with God who effectually 
called him, and with Jesus Christ to and through 
Whom God called him. Faith for Paul - as 
for the Reformers - is not primarily a psycho- 
logical phenomenon, it is faith in Jesus Christ. 
The foundation is laid, namely Jesus Christ - 
no man can lay any other. Begin your Christian 
life and your Christian thinking, my young 
brother, with God Who called you by His grace 
and with Christ Who redeemed you by His 
blood. 


Then the Christian begins with the Word 
which God uses to bring him to faith. Faith 
comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
Christ. God has revealed Himself in His merci- 
ful dealings with Israel and most of all in Jesus 
Christ and caused that revelation to be recorded 
for us in the Book. So begin with the Word 
and feed your soul daily upon it. God has 
given you this to be a guide for life and a stay 
in the storms. 


Generally God calls one through the Church, 
the people of God as they gather about His 
Word in their homes, their Sunday Schools, 
their Churches and their young peoples’ societies. 
Even when, as was the case with Paul, God 
deals directly with an individual he sends some 
Ananias to receive that one into the fellowship 
of believers. So begin-and live in the Church of 
the living God. Let its great hymns and chants, 
its creeds and catechisms and confessions, its 
preaching of the Word, its prayers and praise 
guide and bless you on life’s way. At the wor- 
ship last Sunday there were Scripture lessons 
and psalms, the Te Deum and the Apostles’ 
Creed, hymns and the Lord’s Prayer, the Word 
preached. One felt the guiding hand of the 
Church of the Ages and the living Church. Be- 
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gin where God has placed you. And that means 
begin in the Christian fellowship, in the Chris- 
tian faith, in Christ Jesus your Saviour and 
your Lord. For of HIM are ye in Christ Jesus, 
Who is made unto us of God wisdom, and 
righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
—W.C.R. 


The Waldensian Church 


One finds the Reformed Faith nobly repre- 
sented in Italy by the Waldensian Church. 
These people of God properly claim the heritage 
of the early Church, Ambrose the great bishop 
of Milan and his illustrious convert Augustine 
of Hippox. Early in the Middle Ages certain 
groups opposed the superstitions and abuses 
that were creeping into the Church and re- 
mained faithful to the pure faith founded on 
the Bible. Among them were the disciples of 
Claudius of Turin who protested against the 
worship of saints and the adoration of images. 
Peter Valdus and his elders or “barbas”’ later 
spread this teaching through Northern Italy and 
parts of France. Representatives of the Wal- 
denses conferred with leaders of the Swiss 
Reformation in 1532 and accepted the principles 
of the Reformation as they were expounded by 
Farel and Olivetan. Since that time they have 
endured incredible hardships for the faith, but 
the light burns on. 


Many of their places of worship are plain 
and unostentatious, though a few beautiful 
buildings have been erected with help from 
stronger Protestant bodies. The pulpit occupies 
the focal centre of the sanctuary with a simple 
wooden cross behind it and a plain table with 
a chair behind it in front of the pulpit and on 
a level with the congregation. At the time for 
confession of sins, a period of silence is given 
for each to confess for himself secretly to God. 


As a result of the 1929 Concordat with Mus- 
solini and the Pope the public schools of Italy 
are dominated by Roman Catholic teaching in 
all subjects. —To meet this problem the Walden- 
sian Pastors arrange for their young people to 
have instruction from the ages of 13 to 17, given 
on week days largely by the busy pastor. In 
these courses the young person is prepared for 
communicant membership by courses in the Old 
Testament, the New Testament, Church His- 
tory, Apologetics and Catechetics. 


The removal of a King from Italy has, in 
some ways, made the Pope the King of Italy. 
For some time it was hard to get the privilege 
of meeting in private houses for worship. <A 
new government is today following more in the 
spirit of the 1948 Republican Constitution. Ac- 
cordingly, small groups of believers are spring- 
ing up in sundry places, particularly in one 
section of Sicily, a section south of Rome, and 
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one near Venice. Personal witnessing and radio 
preaching have stirred these centres of interest. 


A fitting building has been erected on the 
edge of the Vatican City for the theological 
college and for a congregation by donations from 
Mrs. Kennedy of New York. In this college 
there are now some 22 students mostly from the 
Waldensian Church, but with a few from the 
Methodist Church in Italy and elsewhere. 


‘The Moderator of the Synod is elected year 
by year for a period not to exceed seven years. 
The present Moderator, Dr. Achille Deodata, 
told us that he is off soon on an extended tour 
of the USA under the auspices of the Walden- 
sian Aid Society. This tour takes him to Rich- 
mond, Va., Decatur, Ga., and Valdese, N. C., 
as well as to many large Eastern and Western 
cities. 


A pastor remarked that in a situation where 
there is much anti-clericalism one could easily 
get a crowd by denouncing the dominant 
Church. This is not, however, the Waldensian 
policy. Rather they seek a more spiritual ap- 
proach, that is, a constructive and positive pres- 
entation of the Christ of the Gospel. This posi- 
tive message of the Gospel is expressed by one 
of their leaders thus: 


“The faith the world needs is not only the 
expectation of an absent Saviour, it is the faith 
in a present Lord, the faith in his sovereignty 
upon this world in which we live. It is the 
Faith in the Christ who has come, in the Son 
of God crucified and risen in the year 0 of 
our era; and because in the Christ who has 
come it has recognized the One expected in 
past centuries, the One announced by the proph- 
ets, the Son of Man, who was from old ap- 
pointed to reign according to the plans of God; 
the primordial Word, by which all things were 
made, and which has become flesh full of grace 
and truth Christ is the meaning of 
history. —W.C.R. 
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Dear Dr. Bell: 


Your editorial, “The New Intermediary” 1s 
absurd. You seem to know little of what 1s 
really taking place in the theological world. 

Disgusted 


Speaking of the orthodox faith, Dr. George 
‘1. Tolson, Professor Emeritus of the Pacific 
School of Religion, writes in the current issue 
of News Week: . “All are based largely on myths 
and miracles, the historicity of which are firmly 
denied by the best methods of determining his- 
torical facts. Many intellectual people can only 
half-believe their religion. The delay of the 
available good news of a new believable, and 
motivating interpretation of religion is threat- 
ening our civilization.” 


I too am disgusted, but my disgust is with 


unbelief which masquerades as scholarship. 
L.N.B. 


Note—Dr. Bell’s editorial, “Something Out of 
Nothing,” appearing in this issue, was written 
before this letter was received but it gives the 


positive aspects of the faith so needed today. 
—Ed. 


Billy Graham in Southern India 
By George Burnham 


Kottayam, India — Indian people who gath- 
ered to hear Christ preach the Sermon on the 
Mount must have looked something like the 
thousands who sat on the hillsides at Kottayam 
to hear Billy Graham. This is not an attempt 
to compare the two speakers. The people are 
the story. 


Billy stood on a platform in the center of a 
clearing. People covered the hillside all around 
him. Almost as far as the eye could see it 
was a sea of white, dotted with splashes of color, 
that rose and fell with the levels of the hills. 
The women were dressed in their billowing 
white robes and the men attired in loose fitting 
clothes that defy description. It appears that 
men get tangled up in a sheet while getting out 
of bed and then wear it that way the rest of 
the day. Americans would be more comfortable 
if they dressed like the people of India. ‘They 
dress for weather, not to impress people. 


The listeners had come from miles around. 
They were of all ages — young boys who 
couldn’t sit still, teen-agers whose eyes followed 
shapely Indian girls, mothers with little chil- 
dren, aging parents whose faces reflected hard 
years of working fields. There were Jacobites 
with long beards. 
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They had heard of this outstanding young 
preacher from the other side of the world and 
had been planning for many months to hear 
him speak. It was a mood of expectancy as they 
looked toward the platform. 


Billy began to speak through a Malayan in- 
terpreter. A few days before it was in Tamiland 
and Telegu. He said, “God is going to do big 
things at these meetings in Southern India. He 
is not going to do them because I am a great 
preacher. I am not a great preacher. He is 
going to do these big things because Christians 
in India and your friends around the world 
have been praying. God answers prayers. 


“The message I am going to preach is 2,000 
years old, but it is as modern as tomorrow’s 
newspaper. I will preach Jesus and Him cruci- 
fied.” 


And that is what he preached—with simplic- 
ity, conviction and power. It touched a lot of 
people in a lot of different ways. Preachers were 
brought together in a spirit of unity never be- 
fore known in India. Missionaries from abroad 
said they were going back to their remote out- 
posts with new zeal and a sense of urgency. 
Non-Christians responded by the thousands to 
the message of peace for the present and hope for 
the future. 


“Only God could have done this,” Billy com- 
mented. His thoughts, too, had drifted back to 
the Sermon on the Mount as he looked out over 
more than 30,000 people. Christ could not be 
seen but many said they had felt His presence. 


ANGLERS 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 


Lesson No. 125 — STARTING PERSONAL 
EVANGELISM IN THE CONGREGATION 


There are in each congregation some unused 
members who would like to be doing some- 
thing for God. They may seem indifferent, but 
down in their hearts is at least the spark of a 
desire. It may not have taken definite form in 
their own thinking, but the spark is there and 
it can by judicious handling be fanned into 
flame. 


These timid souls would recoil from the out- 
right challenge of soul winning. Their own 
sense of consistency would say at once they are 
unfitted—and that is true; but it does not argue 
that they cannot become fitted. A pastor said 
to one of his careless young members, “Jim I 
want you to see if you can bring your friend, 
Tom, to church. You have more influence with 
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him than anyone else I know. It might result 
in the saving of his soul and the enlistment 
of his fine personality and talents in the service 
of Jesus Christ. You can lead Tom almost any- 


where; lead him in the direction of God and 


your church. I am going to count on you - 
see?" 

It had never occurred to Jim to do a thing 
like that with Tom; but the challenge touched 
him in several places. To begin with, Jim was 
just a little conscience smitten that his doings 
with Tom had been rather in the opposite 
direction from God and his church. The pastor’s 
suggestion, which was free of any reproach or 
censure, offered a simple way to turn the course 
of things. He was pleased that the pastor recog- 
nized Tom’s worthwhileness and he was flat- 
tered by the mention of his peculiar influence 
over him - he was challenged by the fact that 
his pastor did not upbraid him for running 
with a questionable pal, and that he was actual- 
ly expecting him to do a fine thing. The result 
was a happy one. Both young men found their 
true capacities in a real Christian service. 

This is changing waste material from the 
liability column to the assets of the Kingdom. 
What was done in Jim’s case must be done on 
a larger scale than a pastor alone can undertake. 
(Remember, in a church that is still alive, the 
pastor has to prepare two sermons for Sunday 
and a prayermeeting talk - besides visiting.) All 
the unused material must be put to work, and 
to that end there must be some system and 
organization. There should be a stirring chal- 
lenge from the pulpit by the pastor who has 


caught a vision of the possibilities of a well-. 


distributed effort. Then a conference of the 
leaders, followed by a meeting of the entire 
congregation called for the purpose. Here let 
it be shown that at the present rate over the 
entire Assembly it is requiring an average of 
26 church members to win one new convert in 
12 months. (That is including the children 
who come into church membership through the 
Sunday school). No business or social or fra- 
ternal organization could survive a dying rate 
of increase like that. It is not too much to say 
that each member should at least win one other 
during a whole year. Even that low rate would 
result in doubling the church’s membership. 


We will attempt to show in the following 
“lessons” how every member, no matter how 
poor, how untrained or how otherwise unim- 
portant, can become instrumental in winning 
souls. It will also be shown how sore is the 
world’s need, even in its indifference, to have 
the church come out of its four walls and extend 
the Gospel invitation. The world is not clam- 
oring at the church doors for admission; nor 
will it - but like the Ethiopian eunuch said to 
Philip, the world is mutely pleading, “How 
can I know except some man show me?” 
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Attack on College Christianity 
By Gordon H. Clark 


It may be true that there is little Christianity 
on the college campuses, but there is too much 
for some people. A devious method has been 
devised and is being put into execution to ham- 
per and eradicate religion from student life. 
Devious, because at the start one would hardly 
suspect that Christianity was the object of at- 
tack. 


Advanced reports have been published con- 
cerning a book that is about to make its ap- 


pearance. The title is, Fraternities Without 


Brotherhood, the author, Alfred McClung Lee. 
It is advertised as a study of prejudice on the 
campus. And the author finds the fraternities 
full of it. 


Now, first of all, let it be understood that 
this article does not intend to recommend fra- 
ternities. They serve a certain useful purpose, but 
on the whole, when one considers the moral, 
the religious, and the academic aspects of fra- 
ternity life, it seems to the present writer that 
they are more evil than good. But if fraternities 
are to be criticized, the points of criticism 
should be just and well founded. False charges 
should not be filed against them. Nor should 
other justifiable principles be called into ques- 
tion just because fraternities use or misuse them. 
That is to say, the evils of fraternities, whatever 
they may be, should not be made a disguise 
for restricting religious activity among the 
students. 


This is what the author does. He complains 
that fraternities choose their members on the 
basis of race, religion, and national origin. This, 
if the advanced advertisements are to be trusted, 
he smears as undemocratic. 


Home-grown socialism and collectivism, like 
its spiritual brother Russian communism, aims 
to restrict the sphere of personal choice. ‘The 
aim is to force people to associate with those 
who most offend them. This breaks up volun- 
tary associations that tend to oppose the course 
of an all powerful totalitarian state. The tech- 
nique and policy have been clearly exemplified 
under the dictatorial governments. Now, it may 
be that the college fraternities choose as their 
members persons whom you or I might not 
care to have as friends; but let us be quite 
clear that there is nothing “undemocratic” in 
freely choosing one’s own friends. It is the com- 
munistic and totalitarian technique to use words, 
such as democratic, to mean precisely what they 
do not mean. 


The question should be put squarely: what 
is wrong with selecting one’s friends on the 
basis of their religious beliefs? Why should not 
“creed” be the basis of membership in a volun- 
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tary organization? If creed cannot be used as 
the basis of an organized group, how can a 
church expect to function? 

The principle of course can be abused. A 
fraternity may require its members to say that 
they are Christians (to exclude Jews) when as 
a matter of fact the members may be totally 
pagan. This is of course hypocrisy and must 
be condemned. But does a hypocritical use of 
the name Christian justify legislation that pre- 
vents the operation of religious groups on the 
campus? 

One college reporter writes, “This reporter 
can see little difference in accepting a person 
of another race, color, or creed on its athletic 
teams—and not into its fraternities.” The mud- 
dle headed reporter could not even see that 
he had mis-spoken himself. He meant to say that 
he could see little difference between accepting 
a Negro, a Jew, or a Presbyterian on the foot- 
ball team and accepting them in a voluntary 
organization. He cannot see the difference be- 
tween a college team which represents the col- 
lege as a whole, and is therefore open to anyone 
who is acceptable to the college, and a voluntary 
organization of Presbyterian students who hap- 
pen to be attending that college. This is the 
blindness of the present day totalitarian mind. 

The reporter in the same column quotes the 
Dean olf a state university, “No new student 
organization which restricted its membership by 
excluding any racial or religious group would 
be recognized on the campus.”” Apparently 
there are already some religious organizations on 
that campus, and they will not be molested, yet. 
But all further religious organizations will be 
banned. Other universities enforce similar or 
even more stringent regulations. 

Who then is undemocratic? A state university 
is supported by tax money. It is actually a 
government agency. What is democratic about 
a tax supported institution legislating against 
religious groups? 

Humanists, atheists, and plain pagans have 
long complained about the bigotry of Christians. 
But is there any bigotry to equal the bigotry of 
the totalitarian, socialistic, collectivist mind of 


today? 
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COMPETITIVE 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
$1,200 --- $600 --- $500 
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MARCH 15 


Write: Dean Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 


FLORA MacDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, February 12, Ephesians 6:10-13. The 
power of the evil one with whom the Christian 
wrestles (v.16) is well nigh staggering (v.12). 
What makes this warfare so difficult (v.12a) ? 
Thus Paul counsels the wisdom of v.10. How 
would v.13 answer the objection of a non-Chris- 
tian that he would not be able to hold’ out in 
the Christian life? How would vv.10-11,13 be 
of special help to an alcoholic or a person totally 
enslaved by a particular sin? Using vv.14-18, 
list the various parts of the Christian’s armor. 
What place does the Word of God have (v.17) ? 
prayer (v.18)? faith (v.16)? a willingness to 
turn from sin (vv.14-15)? Do you have a be- 
setting sin from which you desire to be deliv- 
ered? What part of God’s armor may be lacking 
in your equipment? | 


Monday, February 13, Romans 8:9-14. This 
passage draws a contrast between the carnal 
man (the man who lives for himself) and the 
spiritual man (the man who lives for God). 
How does the carnal man succeed in his efforts 
for moral goodness (vv.7-8)? How does the 
spiritual man fare (vv.1-4,10b)? What results 
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from the carnal man’s slavery to sin (vv.6a,13a) ? 
from the spiritual man’s victory over sin 
(vv.6b,11,13b)? What relationship does the 
spiritual man have to God (vy.14-16)? the 
carnal man (v.9b) ? What results from the spirit- 
ual man’s sonship to God (vv.17,6b) ? the carnal 


man’s separation from God (v.15a)? Which 
mode of life seems more advantageous? Which 
seems happier? Which do you live? 


Tuesday, February 14, I Corinthians 12:4-13. 
Observe in v.11 the place of the Holy Spirit 
in determining the part each member of the 
Church should play in the Lord’s work. The 
gift He has given you will enable you to do 
your best work for the Church (v.7). Do you 
seek to employ the special graces God has given 
you for service or do you attempt only those 
jobs that will draw attention to yourself? Who 
actually plans your life? Why is it necessary 
for the Spirit to make the choices of your life? 
Why is it necessary for every Christian to abide 
by the choices He makes (vv.14ff) ? Are you will- 
ing to recognize the source of the spiritual talents 
of others (vv.10,11,13b) and work in harmony 
with them without jealousy? 


Wednesday, February 15, Romans 6:3-11. 
When Christ died on the cross, we died with 
Him (vv.3,4a,5a,8a). How does v.6a help ex- 
plain this mystery? What great possibilities does 
our death with Christ open up to us for the 
future (vv.4b-5,8-9) ? for the present (vv.6,7) ? 
What necessity does it lay upon us for the pres- 
ent (v.2)? What steps are we to take to avail 
ourselves of the freedom Christ died to give us 
(v.11 and vv.12-14)? We are to “reckon” or 
“consider” ourselves dead to sin, i.e., accept what 
Christ has said (v.11), and then go out and act 
upon it (vv.12-14). The possibilities that Christ 
has made available to His followers for right 
living are limitless (v.7). How fully have you 
availed yourself of His provision? 

Thursday, February 16, IT Corinthians 5:17-21. 
Sit and think a little about the wonder of what 
Christ has wrought in you (v.17). Where would 
you be without it? Who do you have to thank 
for it (v.18a)? God very much wanted the bar- 
rier between Himself and you to be_ broken 
down (v.18a), but His purpose in saving you 
did not stop there. To whom has God com- 
mitted the responsibility for spreading the Good 
News (vv.18b,20a) ? Can He reach lost men in 
any other way (v.20b)? How faithful have you 
been in spreading the story of your salvation? 
How should v.21 inspire and strengthen you 
tor this task? 

Friday, February 17, Romans 5:6-11. Verse 
7 speaks of the extent of human love. How 
does God’s love for you go beyond the human 
(vv.6,8)? What does Romans 1:18 say about 
God’s relation to sin? The wrath of God toward 
the sins of the Christian has fallen upon Christ 
(vv.8,9; Isaiah 53:6). How then do vv. 9-10 
reassure us as to the eternal security of the 
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believer? Is being saved from Hell an end in 
itself (vv.2,11)? What attitude wells up in 
your heart as you consider the application of 
vv.6,8ff to your own soul (vv.2,11)? How has 
Christ’s death motivated you to Christian 
service? Meditate upon today’s verses until the 
confident rejoicing of vv.1-2 is yours. 

Saturday, February 18, John 15:10-12. Jesus 
sums up all His commandments in one word - 
love (vv.12,17). Although we sometimes feel 
that a life of Christian love (living for others 
with no thought for self) is a dull, inhibited 
way of life, notice that Jesus says that every 
spiritual blessing we could possibly want comes 
from keeping this His Word. What blessings do 
you find so listed in these verses:  14:15-16, 
21,23; 15:7,10,11,14-15? Do you think there is 
any short-cut to our finding such divine guidance 
or joy or love or success in our work for God— 
such intimate fellowship with God? Who is the 
loser when we focus our attention upon our- 
selves and seek only our own welfare? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Fesus Demands A Choice 


Background Scripture: Luke 18:18 — 19:10 


Devotional Reading: Joshua 24:14-28 


God made man with the power to choose; Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their 
own wills, fell. ‘They made the wrong choice. In every life there comes the time when we must 
choose; choose between the High Way and the Low; between good and evil; between God and 
Satan; between obedience and disobedience; between heaven and hell. This is true of nations as - 


well as individuals. 


Moses, by faith, made his choice when a young 
man. He chose to suffer affliction with the 
people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season; he esteemed the reproach 
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt. When about to leave his beloved people 
he called them together and made a covenant 
with them. He says in Deuteronomy 30:19: “I 
call heaven and earth to record this day against 
vou, that I have set before you life and death, 
blessing and cursing : therefore choose life, that 
both thee and thy seed may live.” 

Our Devotional Reading records a very similar 


scene when Joshua, the great soldier who had 
conquered Canaan and divided it among the 


tribes of Israel, calls his people together at the | 


close of his life and makes another covenant 
with them. After exhorting them to fear and 
serve the Lord, he calls for a decision, (very 
much like an evangelistic service today). It 
is a good thing to make people act. He tells 
them to choose between Jehovah and “the gods 
of your fathers’’, or, “the gods of the Amorites”. 
The people answer, God forbid that we should 
forsake the Lord, to serve other gods. Then 
Joshua makes it plain that they are not choosing 
an easy way; he puts it strongly; “Ye cannot 
serve the Lord, for He is a Holy God.” I expect 
he saw that the temptation to go after the gods 
of the nations around them would be a strong 
temptation, and that there was a_ probability 
that they would yield, as Moses foresaw when 
he warned them in Deuteronomy. These dying 
men had prophetic insight very often. Joshua 
was trying, as we would express it in modern 
terms, “‘to make it stick.”” He uses himself and 
family as an example; “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.’’ He wrote these 
words in a book, and took a great stone and 
set it up under an oak for “a witness unto 
vou, lest ye deny your God.” In spite of all 
these solemn words and precautions we know 
the sad fact that after the death of Joshua and 
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the elders that outlived him, Israel forgot the 
Lord and followed the gods of the heathen na- 
tions around them. What a difference one gen- 
eration sometimes makes in the life of a nation! 
When a generation that knows not the Lord 
arises, then all our promises are forgotten, and 
covenants become but “scraps of paper.” How 


diligent we should be in training our children 


to know and serve the Lord. 


In Jesus’ day people had to “choose”: He 
demanded a decision. He urged them to make 
the right choice; to strive to enter the strait 
gate and narrow way; to believe Him when 
He presented His credentials and claims; to 
accept Him as the Son of God, the Savior of 
the world, their Messiah. Many would not re- 
ceive Him. They chose the way of unbelief. 
Many turned back and “went away” when His 
words seemed hard and the way rough. They 
were “olfended’”’ in Him. As many as chose 
to receive Him, to follow Him, He gave the 
power to become the children of God, even to 
those who believed on His name. In our lesson 
today we have one man who made the wrong 
choice, and two who made the right choice. 


I. The Man Who “Went Away Sorrowful’, 
(see ‘Matthew 19:22). 
Luke just says that “he was very sorrowful”, 
but both Matthew and Mark say, “He went 
away” (Mark uses the word “grieved”) . 


He had a great deal in his favor. He was 
a Ruler; he was young; he was in earnest, 
(not like many of those who asked questions) ; 
he was not ashamed to come openly; he was 
very reverent, (kneeled); he asked a most im- 
portant question, Good Master, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life? He was such a fine 
specimen of young manhood that it is said, 
‘Jesus loved him.”’ Surely this man would easily 
find the answer to his question. Jesus first 
rebuked him by saying, Why callest thou me 
good? none is good, save one, that is, God. I 
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think we might well ask the Unitarian the 
same question. Why do you call Jesus “good”, 
if you are not ready to call Him God? He claims 
to be God over and over again. How can He 
make such a claim, and be “good”, if He is 
not the Son of God as He claims? If the young 
man had been ready to accept Him as God, as 
his Master, and follow Him, then he could say 
truly “Good Master.” 


Jesus refers him to the Ten Commandments 
—the Second half, which give our duties to our 
fellowmen. And he said, All these have I kept 
from my youth up. Then Jesus puts His finger 
on the “sore spot’, or weak spot, in this man’s 
life, and tells him, Yet lackest thou one thing: 
sell all that thou hast, and distribute to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 
and come, follow me. In other words, He said 
to the young man, Choose! Choose between 
your wealth and Me. Give up your material 
wealth, your idol, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. He called upon him to choose between 
the idol which was in his heart, and the Master 
Who stood before him. It is not always money 
that is the idol. Idols of all kinds are to be 
given up, and we must be ready to say, Cast 
down every idol throne; reign supreme, and 
reign alone. He went away sorrowtul. 


Jesus, seeing him go away, uses the occasion 
to impress upon His disciples the fact that it 
is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God. We can easily see why this is so. They 
are tempted to “trust in their riches’, and this 
keeps them from feeling their need of God, 
or trusting in Him. The disciples, in their sur- 
prise, ask, Who then can be saved? In _ the 


eyes of the Jews prosperity was a sign of God's — 


favor. He blessed the righteous, and retused 
His blessing to the wicked. They had examples 
of this favor of God in Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Job, Joseph, and others. Jesus answered them 
by saying, The things which are impossible 
with men are possible with God. God can save 
wealthy people as well as poor people. He 
could have saved this rich young ruler. We 
might allow our imagination to come in at this 
point. Suppose this rich young ruler had made 
the right choice; had laid himself and his wealth 
at the feet of Jesus, and become a consecrated 
disciple! What an asset he could have been to 
the little band of disciples! How he could have 
honored his Master by giving to the poor, and 
following Him! Other rich people have made 
the right choice, and their wealth has meant 
much to the Church and to the cause of Christ 
and the gospel in carrying it to the ends of the 
earth. 


Peter speaks up: “Lo, we have left all, and 
followed Thee’. The question in Peter’s mind, 
and Matthew says he put into words, was, What 
shall we have therefore”? (Matt. 19:27). Jesus 
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promised that those who leave all and follow 
Him will have more here, and life everlasting 
afterwards. ‘More’ does not mean more money, 
or material blessings, but more of those things 
that are far better than silver and gold; “the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.” Then, as if to 
put them on their guard, He tells them that 
the Son of Man must tread the path marked 


out by the prophets, for He will be delivered 


into the hands of the Gentiles, be mocked and 
spit upon, scourged and put to death. 


Il. A Certain Blind Man: 35-43. 


The rich young ruler sought life, but refused 
to “pay the price.” This poor blind beggar 
gladly took what the rich man refused. It is 
easier for a beggar to enter the kingdom some- 
times than for a rich man. The rich man kept 
his wealth; the beggar had nothing to keep. 
The beggar trusted Christ; the other trusted 
his money. The ruler went away sorrowful; the 
healed blind man followed Him, glorifying God. 
One went away grieved, the other followed re- 
joicing. 


Il. A Rich Man Who “Went All the Way”: 
Zacchaeus : 19:1-10. 


Zacchaeus was rich. He was chief of the pub- 
licans. Put these together and you have a rather 
ugly picture, for he no doubt had used _ his 
office and position as a tax-collector to rob the 
poor. He did not come, as the young man 
came, openly, with a great question on his lips. 
He climbed up into a sycamore tree, probably 
out of curiosity, to see Jesus. He may have had 
a vague longing in his heart, and his conscience 
may have bothered him. Matthew, the publican, 
as Dr. MaCartney suggests, may have been a 
connecting link between this publican and 
Jesus. | 


Jesus looked up and invited Himself to his 
house. Immediately the critics got busy; they 
said, That he is gone to be guest with a man 
that is a sinner. 


Zacchaeus shows the genuineness of his con- 
version by his offer: Behold, Lord, the half of 
my goods I give to the poor : and if I have 
taken anything from any man by false accusa- 
tion, I restore him fourfold. Restitution is a 
sure sign of repentance. There is much that 
we can never “make good.” It is possible, how- 
ever, to restore stolen money. I expect that he 
was a poor man when he got through carrying 
out these two promises, but I am sure that he 
was a happy man. 


We have seen the token of his repentance; 
where is his faith? The two go together. For- 
asmuch as he also is a child of Abraham.” He 
showed his taith by choosing Jesus as Lord and 
Master. Jesus had found another “lost man.” 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 19 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Mission Of The Church 


Hymn: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Acts 1:1-8; I] Corinthians 5:14-21 

Hymn: “Lord, Her Watch Thy Church Is 

Keeping” 

Offering 

Hymn: “OQ Where Are Kings And Empires 
Now” i 


LEADER: 


In our program last week we concluded that 
the world in which we live is ripe for revolu- 
tion. There are “trouble spots” in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, South America, and even in the United 
States where a social, political, or economic 
upheaval is apt to erupt at any moment. We 
said that these “trouble spots’”’ exist largely 
because people are dissatisfied with things as 
they are. This dissatisfaction and readiness for 
revolution can be a good thing. It can lead to 
needed changes and progress, but it can also 
lead to strife, bloodshed, and terror. It 1s cer- 
tainly the desire and goal of every Christian to 
see progress and not strife. 


We noted last week that there are several 
.orces in the world seeking the loyalty of people 
who are ready for revolution. We also observed 
that the force of Christianity is the only one 
which can guarantee real satisfaction. It is not 
too difficult to make changes, but it is quite 
another thing to make sure that all the changes 
will be worthwhile. When Christ changes 
things, the results are always good. When people 
who are bent on revolution follow Christ, the 
outcome is always profitable. Christ always 
changes conditions and people for the better. 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things 
are become new.” Revolution under Christ 1s 


not just an upheaval, it is always a transforma- 


tion. 


If the world is ripe for revolution, and if 
Christ is able to convert the revolution into a 
worthwhile transformation, then the mission, or 
task, of the church is to tell the world of Christ. 
The unrest present in the world is due to sin. 
Christ is the answer to this unrest because He 
has the answer to sin. Another way of stating 
the mission of the church is that we are to 
apply Christ to the sin of the world as a remedy 
is applied to a disease. It is not enough that 
we tell the world about Christ, we must dem- 
onstrate Him. We must show the world that 
the power of Christ has made a worthwhile 


FEBRUARY 8. 1956 


change in us. We must let the world see Christ 
in us. The telling and the showing are both 
parts of the mission of the church. They can- 
not be separated, and if they are, the witness 
of the church will not be effective. 


First SPEAKER: 

The church needs to be mindful of its mis- 
sion. This is not what we often mean when 
we say that someone is “missionary minded.” 
Being “missionary minded” means having an 
interest in missionaries. It can be, and often 
is, an interest of curiosity without any feeling 
of responsibility. Being mindful of our mission, 
on the other hand, means that we recognize a 
task and our responsibility for carrying it out. 


We ought not to make so much distinction 
between missionaries and other Christians. This 
does NOT mean that we should fail to honor, 
respect, and support those who have obeyed 
the call of Christ by going to the uttermost part 
of the earth with His gospel. It does mean that 
we should seek for ourselves the same _ sense 
of calling which they have. Every Christian 
ought to think of himself as a missionary. Every 
Christian has a mission, or a task. Every Chris- 
tian has a share in the responsibility of making 


Christ known to this world which is on the 


verge of revolution. If we, the members of the 
church, take our responsibility seriously, we will 
begin to think of ourselves as missionaries. ‘This 
is what is meant by being mindful of our 
mission. 

SECOND SPEAKER: 

There are two mistakes which the church 
frequently makes in its attitude toward its mis- 
sion to the world. One is to be completely com- 
placent about our present mission work, and 
the other is to be unduly critical. 


Relatively speaking, our church has a very 
line program and organization for proclaiming 
Christ to other nations. It is very easy to con- 
gratulate ourselves on how much more we are 
doing than others. Those who have represented 
our church in other lands have made an excel- 
lent record and have been wonderfully blessed 
by the Lord. We ought to give thanks for all 
that has been done, but we must never come 
to the place where we think our program is 
perfect or that we are doing all that needs to 
be done. The fact that a revolution is in the 
making should indicate that this is no time for 
resting on our laurels with regard to the mission 
work of the church. 
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‘The other mistaken attitude toward missions, 
which is just as deadly as complacence, is pes- 
simism and criticism. It is easy to point out 
mistakes and failures in anything. Many peo- 
ple in the church claim that the mission pro- 
gram has failed because some of the nations 
where our work has been done have become 
our enemies. They claim that our money and 
effort was wasted, and that mission work itself 
is a failure. Others are bitter in their criticism 
of the policies and conduct of the missionaries. 


They would reorganize the whole work and 
change everything that has been done in the 
past. Those who are so pessimistic and critical 
need to take an honest look at what wonderful 
things have been accomplished in the name of 
Christ, and many of their doubts and fears will 
be dissolved. 

A healthy attitude for a church, mindful of 
its mission to the world, is to take encourage- 
ment from past successes and to profit by both 
its accomplishments and its mistakes. 


Women’s Work 


™ The New Executive Secretary 
Board of Women’s Work 


Atlanta, Ga. — Mrs. Leighton M. McCut- 
chen of Nashville, Tenn., has been named execu- 
tive secretary of the Board of Women’s Work 
for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Announce- 
ment of the appointment was made here from 
the Presbyterian Center offices of the Board 
of Women’s Work by the Board’s Chairman, 
Miss Louise Davidson of Bethesda, Md. Simul- 
taneously, the Board of World Missions, for 
whom Mrs. McCutchen has served as associate 
educational secretary since April, 1948, an- 
nounced her resignation effective February 29. 
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Mrs. McCutchen succeeds Dr. Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, who resigned January 10, after 27 
years as executive secretary. Mrs. McCutchen 
will become executive secretary on March 1, 
but will assume active direction of the offices 
in Atlanta on May I, after two months of special 
study and preparation. 


Miss Davidson, in announcing the appoint- 
ment, stated that Mrs. McCutchen brings to 
her new work wide experience in church work, 
including six years as a missionary in the Bel- 
gian Congo. She will begin this work as leader 
of more than 325,000 women in 17 states, in 
her 25th year of service to the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 


A native olf ‘Texas, Mrs. McCutchen is the 
daughter of a widely known and beloved min- 
ister of that state, the late Dr. Brooks I. Dickey 
of San Antonio. Dr. Dickey was at one time 
secretary and treasurer of the Synod of Texas, 
and for many years superintendent of Home 
Missions of Western Texas Presbytery. Mrs. 
McCutchen has a sister and her mother living 
in San Antonio. The new executive secretary 
is a graduate of Southern Methodist University 
of Dallas, and of the Presbyterian Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond, Va. She was 
married to the Rev. Leighton McCutchen in 
1931 and served with him as a missionary in 
Africa until his death in 1936. 


After returning to this country in 1937, Mrs. 
McCutchen served for 10 years as Director of 


Christian Education in the First Presbyterian 


Church of Dallas; as teacher of Bible in the 
public schools of Decatur, Ala.; as Director of 
Christian Education in the First Presbyterian 
Churches of San Antonio and Kerrville, Texas. 


Mrs. McCutchen is widely known throughout 
the states which make up the General Assembly, 
having spoken and taught in all of them in her 
capacity as educational associate secretary in 
the Board of World Missions. She has also 
made two trips to mission fields in Latin Amer- 
ica, and for the past year has served on the 
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Executive Committee of the Joint Commission 
on Missionary Education of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 


A son, Leighton McCutchen, Jr., is in his 
first year of study at Union Theological Sem- 
inary of Richmond, Va. 


You're Never Too Old To Be Young 


At 77, Mrs. Amye Herrington, and A. E. 
Nash, 72, help repair toys for the Miami, Florida, 
Lend-a-Hand Christmas program. Similarly, 
thousands of seniors all over the country are 
contributing their leisure time and skills to such 


pr oyec ts. 


At 99, J. R. Murvin, of Flora, in Clay County, 
Illinois, rides horseback almost daily, mounting 
and dismounting without assistance. Murvin 1s 
the oldest member of the Clay County 80 Club. 
The club, restricted to male residents of the 
county past 80 has 80 members, all still active 
in business and professions, with such distin- 
guished members as Winston Churchill and 
Herbert Hoover. 


At 86, Gaetana Barrili, of La Spezia, Italy, 
completed her high school course and was 
awarded a diploma. 


At 93, George B. Hughes, of Echo, Minnesota, 
spends twelve hours a day getting out the Echo 
Enterprise, which he edits. 


At 71, Frank Kurezaba, of Buffalo, New York, 
won a bet by climbing a tree. 


At 66, Clovis Bourdelais, of Brockton, Massa- 
chusetts, who has been running road races for 
fifty years, entered the annual 19-mile race held 
by his town. 

At 111, Daniel Cole, of La Plata, Maryland, 
supervises the tobacco field of his four-acre farm. 


At 77, R. H. Edwards, of Washington, D. C., 
shot a hole-in-one in a golf game. 


At 63, Mrs. Francis H. Goldthwaite, of 
Worcester, Mass., obtained her license as a 
preacher. 


“Do You Mean You Just Walk IN?” 


It was May 7, 1953. A slight built young 
man, about college age, wearing neat blue jeans, 
walked into the Society’s District Office in Den- 
ver, Colorado. On being asked if he could be 
helped, he said, “Well, I don’t know. I saw 
your sign out here and came in to find out 
what a Bible is. A man on the bus told me 
I should read it.’”” The Secretary questioned him 
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enough to find that this was no pose. He actual- 
ly didn’t know what the Bible was. He had 
heard the name, of course, but that was all. He 
had lived all his life, until recently, in New 
York, and on the bus to Denver had gotten 
into a conversation with a fine old man. The 
old man, after explaining some of his beliefs, 
said: “It’s all in the Bible.” ‘This had aroused 
the young man’s interest. 


The young man was told what the Bible was 
and given some Portions. He was also given 
a list of churches near his residence. It was 
suggested that he would find help in_ the 
churches and in Sunday school classes. His 
final question was, “How do you get into a 
Sunday-chool class?” After hearing the answer 
he looked up in amazement. “Do you mean 
you just walk ine” 


There are few people in America who, like 
this young man, do not know what a Bible is, 
but there are many, an increasing number, 
who are not familiar with its contents. To turn 
the tide in this growing Bible illiteracy in our 
beloved land is one of the major purposes of 
the American Bible Society. Its concern in this 
regard is primarily to see that every American 
who does not have a Bible shall possess one 
and be persuaded to use it regularly —Quoted 
from BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


UNRECOGNIZED TREASURE 


By G. J. Peterson 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


One day a jeweler in a small town was aston- 
ished when a poor laborer entered his shop 
and handed him a rough, red stone. 


“IT want you to look at this,” he said. 


“Where did you get it?” gasped the jeweler, 
his eyes almost popping out of his head. 


“My father brought it from the old country,” 
the man said. “He thought it was a pretty 
pebble. It has been lying around the house for 
years — the children used it as a plaything. 


“Last night I dreamed that it was a diamond 
and worth a lot of money. But it’s not a 
diamond; it’s red!” 


“Yes, it’s a pigeon-blood ruby,” said the 
jeweler. “Would you like to have it cut and 
polished?” 


“What might it be worth?’ was the question. 


“I can only guess,” the jeweler replied, “but 
I'd say somewhere in the neighborhood of from 
$100,000 to $250,000.” 
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The laborer leaned against the wall for sup- 
port. 

That big rough stone was cut to a flawless 
ruby of nearly twenty-four carats. It is now 
believed to be the largest ruby in the United 
States and possibly the sargesy perfect ruby in 
the world. 


How sad it is that the original owner of the 
lovely stone did not recognize its worth in his 
own lifetime. The money from its sale would 
have educated his children and provided him 
with many comforts in his old age. How sad 
it is also that in many modern homes the Book 
that is worth more than many such precious 
jewels is neglected, unread, and considered of 
little value! 


Jesus Himself said: “Blessed are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it” (Luke 
11:28). We ought to obey the voice of this One 
in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3) . 


Stewardship Nuggets 


“Christian stewardship begins with ac- 
knowledgment that God is the Creator of the 
universe and that everything he has created, in- 
cluding man himself, belongs to him.” 


“Christian stewardship includes our soul, our 
service, our silver.” 


“When the heart is converted, the purse will 
be inverted.’—Sabbath Recorder. 


“Would you think it good if everybody acted 
as you do?” 


“It is good to have money, and the things 
money can buy, and it is vital that we check 
up and make sure we have not lost the things 
that money cannot buy.”—W. H. Denison. 


“It is one function of the Church’s ministers 
to enable Christians to fulfill their obligation 
to give.’"—V. S. Azariah. 


“Stewardship must be taught. Both home 
and church will have an important share in 
the teaching. Parents have a place that only 
they can fill in teaching their own children. The 
church, too, has an indispensable part in stew- 
ardship education, through planned, consistent, 
and continuous McRae. 


“Jesus claims all time and all property as 
his own, and thus makes all sacred.” 


“When every member dedicates to God a 
proportionate part of that with which he has 
been blessed, the cause of Christ in the world 
will be adequately financed.” 


“Investment in the Christian religion never 
impoverishes anyone.”—W. H. Denison. 
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Church News 


Permanent Nominating 
Committee of General Assembly 
Will Meet 


The Permanent Nominating Committee of 
the General Assembly will meet March 6-7 at 
the Piedmont Hotel in Atlanta, Georgia. 


This committee meets annually prior to the 
meeting of the General Assembly to make nom- 
inations to the following committees and 
boards: 


Permanent Committee on the Office of the 
General Assembly. | 


The General Council. 

Board of World Missions. 

Board of Church Extension. 

Board of Christian Education. 
Board of Annuities and Relief. 
Board of Women’s Work. 
Permanent Judicial Committee. 
‘Trustees of the General Assembly. 


‘Trustees tor the General Assembly’s ‘Vraining 
School. 


‘Trustees of Historical Foundation. 


Representatives to Mountain Retreat Asso- 
ciation. 


Trustees of Stillman College. 
Presbyterian Survey. 


Representatives to the National Council of 
Churches. 


Representatives to the World Council ot 
Churches. 


Representatives to the World Alliance of Re- 
formed Churches. 


Representatives to the Lord’s Day Alliance. 


The committee will consider nominations 
submitted to it from boards, committees, and 
individuals. ‘These nominations are then sub- 
mitted to the Standing Committees of the <As- 
sembly for their consideration. The Assembly 
itself makes the final decisions regarding the 
representation of our boards. 


The committee is composed of five ministers 
and four lay members, at least one of whom 
must be a woman. They serve for a term of 
three years and are not eligible for re-election 
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until after the lapse of three years. ‘The Mod- 
erator of each Assembly has the responsibility 
of appointing three members to this committee. 
The committee members and their addresses are 


as follows: 


Class of 1956 

Reverend Carl R. Pritchett, Chairman - 
Bethesda Presbyterian Church, Wilson Lane and 
Clarendon Road, Bethesda, Maryland. 


Honorable H. Roe Bartle - 1023 Grand, Kan- 
sas City, Missouri. 

Judge Julian Alford - 212 South Monroe, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 
Class of 1957 


Dr. J. M. Garrison - 214 North Ridgeway 
Drive, Greensboro, North Carolina. 


Rev. W. M. Logan - 2203 San Antonio Street, 
Austin, ‘Texas. 


Mrs. R. M. Pegram - Route No. 1, Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


Class of 1958 


Rev. J. Wayte Fulton, Jr. - 2510 Southwest 
Eighth Street, Miami 35, Florida. 


Rev. R. R. Craig - 401 Southwest Madison, 
Idabel, Oklahoma. 


Dr. J. Ross McCain - Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Georgia. 


Change of Address — Rev. Fred J. Harmon, 
from Elberton, Ga., to Route 1, Laurens, S. C., 
where he becomes pastor of the Rocky Springs 
Presbyterian Church. 


The Presbytery of Southwest Georgia met in 
the Climax Presbyterian Church on January 
the 17th. The opening devotional service was 
conducted by Rev. W. T. Kennon, supply pas- 
tor of the First Church of Albany. Elder D. L. 
Wall, of Cuthbert, presided as Moderator. 


Rev. Phil Duntord was received from Atlanta 
Presbytery and a Commission appointed to in- 
stall him as pastor of Westminster Church in 
Albany. It was announced that Rev. Armando 
Rodriguez of Blackshear, Ga., had accepted 
the call of the Cairo Church and would be on 
the field in February. 


Rev. John R. Smith and Rev. T. B. Me- 
Pheeters, with Elders Shelby Pope of Thomas- 
ville and W. D. Tarvin of Holt Church, Co- 
lumbus, were elected as Commissioners to the 
next General Assembly. The Presbytery was 
delightfully entertained by the Climax Church, 
the Women of the Church serving an excellent 
luncheon in the newly constructed educational 
building. As part of the exercises Dr. ]. M. 
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PLAN NOW 


for the Spring Quarter 


and for V. B. S. 


FREE! 


ture available on request 
A big | 
1956 
Bible’ j 


deas, list of 
and previews of the 


Materials, 
course. 


Gentlemen: 
Please send the following as | have checked: 
V. B. S. Planbook 

Sunday-school Literature 


a Nursery [_] Junior 
Beginner [_] Teen-age 
Primary [] Youth and Adult 
0 Weekly Story Papers 
e 
(Minister, Teacher, Supt.) 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 


CINCINNATI 31, OHIO 


Carr, Secretary of the Town and Country De- 
partment of the Board of Church Extension, 
presented the church with a certificate designat- 
ing them as a Distinguished Rural Church, and 
the pastor, Rev. Paul E. Rowland, as a Dis- 
tinguished Rural Minister. 

Rev. J. B. Wood, a member of the Presbytery, 
now on furlough from his mission station in 
Mexico, gave an interesting address on the Mex- 
ican work of our Church. 

The Presbytery approved an exchange of min- 
isters between Donalsonville and Dawson 
Churches, Rev. T. B. McPheeters of Donalson- 
ville will become the pastor at Dawson, and 
Rev. C. L. McDonald of Dawson will become 
pastor at Donalsonville. The First Church of 
Columbus was given permission to continue 
Rev. W. B. Clemmons as Mission pastor for 
another year. Rev. Paul E. Rowland was nom- 
inated as Moderator of the Spring meeting. The 
place of the next meeting was left to the ar- 
rangement of the Program Committee. 
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Augusta, Ga. — Dr. Norman G. Dunning, 
distinguished British minister, began a week’s 
Preaching Mission at Reid Memorial Presby- 
terian Church here at the Sunday morning serv- 
ice, January 22. After two services on the open- 
ing day of the Mission, Dr. Dunning preached 
each evening through Friday, January 27. 


Dr. Dunning has spoken throughout England 
and in the churches of many other countries. 
Among the American churches, he has filled 
the pulpits of the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of New York City and New York Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C. 


Greene Street, Augusta, Calls a Pastor 


Rev. Stanton H. Sizemore, who was licensed 
to preach by Augusta-Macon Presbytery at its 
recent meeting, was installed as pastor of 
Augusta’s Greene Street Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, January 29, last. The installation and 
ordination took place in a union Presbyterian 
service at the Greene Street Church, 8 p. m., on 
that date. Dr. Robert Strong, pastor of the 
First Church, presided and preached the ordina- 
tion sermon; Dr. Wade Boggs charged the con- 
gregation; Mr. Vernon Crawford charged the 
minister. 


Mr. Sizemore has been serving the Greene 
Street Church as temporary supply the past 
few months. He is formerly of Johnson City, 
Tenn., and is a graduate of Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California. 


New Orleans, La. — The Rev. Thomas M. 
Davis, pastor of Canal Street Presbyterian 
Church in New Orleans, preached his farewell 
sermon at the 11 o'clock service January 22, 
prior to his leaving soon to go to Greenville, 
N. C., where he will be general secretary of 
Albermarle Presbytery. 


Mr. Davis has served at Canal Street Church 
for almost five years. 


Mrs. Davis and the Davis’ four children will 
join Mr. Davis sometime in March upon the 
completion of a new manse. 


No successor to Mr. Davis has been named yet. 


i — Hollandale, First — This 
church has closed a good year, the first under 
the ministry of Rev. W. A. Gamble. Chief 
among the advance steps was the purchase of 
additional land, preparatory to enlargement of 
the church’s physical equipment. The manse, 
completed in 1954, is the most attractive and 
comfortable of the homes of the local ministers. 
The minister shared in several community proj- 
ects, including the first joint Easter morning 
service and a community Christmas tree and 
carol service, both of which were well attended 
and helpful, and both of which are to be re- 
peated this year. 
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Charlotte, N. C. — Final step toward the 
merger of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Minis. 
terial Association (white) and the Interdenom-. 
inational Ministers’ Alliance of Charlotte and 
Mecklenburg (Negro), was taken January 16 
when the Alliance adopted its interracial com. 
mittee’s report and ratified the constitution 


adopted earlier by the Ministerial Association. 


On November 8, the Association, by a 44 - 14 
vote, had agreed to “consider the possibility” 
of such a step. Its vote January 9 resulted in 
a 47-23 tally for the merger. The Alliance 
voted for merger without a dissenting voice. 


The two groups will come together for their 
first meeting on February 14 and will be of. 
ficially known as the Mecklenburg Christian 
Ministers Association. Details for the time and 
place of meeting will be worked out by the 
two steering committees, which also will pre- 
pare a slate of officers to be nominated and 
make program suggestions. Committees will 
probably meet sometime in February to draw 
up the formal organizational procedure. 


Dr. Lawrence I. Stell, pastor of Trinity Pres- 
byterian Church, Charlotte, is chairman of the 
committee from the Ministerial Association 
which presented the plan. 


Similar interracial mergers among ministerial 
groups in North Carolina have already been 
effected in Greensboro, Wilmington, and Ashe- 
ville. 


Kings Mountain Presbytery — First Presby- 
terian Church, Gastonia, January 17, 1956. 


Moderator: Rev. John S. Brown, Pastor Shel- 
by Presbyterian Church. Attendance: 39 of the 
46 enrolled Ministers, with 28 of the 44 enrolled 
churches having representative Ruling Elders 
present. Sermon by the retiring Moderator, Rev. 
J. Eade Anderson. Address by Dr. Harry M. 
Moffett, member of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, on the Work of the Board. 


Admitted to record reports of Commissions 
to Install: Rev. Thos. E. Henderson, Pastor 
of Duncans Creek Church; Rev. Richard A. 
Dodds, Pastor of East Belmont Church; Rev. 
Foster D. Smith; Rev. ]. Trent Howell, Jr.; Rev. 


James ‘T. Womack, Jr. 


Adopted and ordered mailed out to the 
churches prior to printing of the minutes, the 
recommendations of the Special Forward With 
Christ Committee. 


Received Rev. David F. Blue, Jr., from Con- 
cord Presbytery and appointed a Commission 
to install him as Pastor of the West Avenue 
Church, Gastonia, Sunday, January 29th, 7:30 
P. MM, | 
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Selected the following as Commissioners to 
the General Assembly meeting in Montreat, May 
31, 1956: 

Principals: Ministers: Rev. B. Hoyt Evans, 
Rev. John W. Young, and Rev. A. R. Craig. 
Ruling Elders; Mr. R. L. Meek, Route 3, 
Gastonia, Mr. T. Q. Howe, Route 3, Gastonia, 
and Mr. Paul Hambright, Grover, N. C. 


Alternates: Ministers: Rev. Harry M. Mof- 
fett, D.D., Rev. R. H. Ratchford, and Rev. 
W. C. Neel. Ruling Elders: Mr. Robt. A. 
Grier, Dallas, N. C., Mr. Banks Bolin, Stanley, 
N. C., and Mr. T. G. Miller, Saluda, N. C. 


Adjourned to meet Tuesday, May 15th, First 
Presbyterian Church, Belmont, with Rev. C. D. 
Patterson, Moderator Nominee. 


Charlotte, N. C. —- Mecklenburg Presbytery 
met at Sharon Presbyterian Church near Char- 


lotte. 


Representatives attending heard committee re- 
ports by the Rev. H. S. Robinson, the Rev. A. 
L. ‘Thompson, the Rev. Russell M. Kerr, Dr. 
Lawrence I. Stell, the Rev. J. R. Crook, and 
the Rev. A. L. Thompson. The presbytery of- 
ficially received the Rev. James E. Fogartie from 
Washburn Presbytery, who is to be installed as 
pastor of Myers Park Church, Charlotte. 


A report was made on the commission to 
organize the South Tryon Church in Charlotte. 
The Rev. Rufus A. Grier is chairman of this 
commission. 


Before closing the session, Mecklenburg rep- 
resentatives elected commissioners to the 1956 
General Assembly. 


The Rev. F. C. Debele, Jr., is stated clerk 
of the presbytery. The Rev. E. B. Cooper was 
host pastor for the presbytery’s stated session. 


Presbytery of Paris — The Winter Meeting 
of Paris Presbytery, postponed one day on ac- 
count of snow and ice, convened in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Commerce at 10 o’clock 
on January 20. Rev. J. Polk G. Moffett of 
Greenville preached the retiring moderator’s 
sermon on the subject “Our Fitness to Lead.” 
Rev. Harry G. McDonell, Jr., pastor of the 
Texarkana First Church, was elected moderator. 
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was admin- 
istered by Rev. Harry Johnson of Overton and 
Rev. J. Clyde Mohler of the Alpine Church, 
Longview. Preview of the five million dollar 
“Texas Presbyterians Together for Christ’’ cam- 
paign for Texas synod’s institutions and agen- 
cies was heard. The campaign is to be initiated 
with a synod-wide all-day meeting and banquet 
in San Antonio February 8. Spring meeting 
date for Presbytery was changed to April 17 


with Shell Church, Kilgore, as host. Rev. Wal- 


ter Lazenby, Jr., pastor of the Commerce 
church, was elected moderator-nominee. 
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Memphis, Tenn. — Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Prit- 
chard of Memphis, have given their three-story, 
handsome home to Idlewild Presbyterian Church 
here. The gift was made with no conditions 
and the church is free to sell the property and 
use the money or use the property itself for 
whatever purpose would be of greatest service. 


The brick home is on a lot 175 by 300 feet 
which is beautifully planted with flowers and 
shrubs. 


A committee has been appointed by the 
church session to study the best use of the prop- 
erty and to make recommendations on its use. 
Serving on the committee are L. R. Donelson, 
Jr., chairman; Mrs. W. F. Follin; C. M. Gooch; 
Porter Grace; Wallace Johnson; Mrs. Swayne 
Latham; and E. B. LeMaster. 


Assembly Men’s Council 


Louisville, Ky. — John J. Deifell, elder and 
department store operator of Greensboro, N. +e 
was elected president of Assembly Men’s Coun- 
cil during its Eleventh Annual meeting, held 
here January 13-15. 


With a record registration of 169 of the 
leaders of men’s work from throughout the 
General Assembly, and with unusually rapid 
and business-like handling of scores of recom- 
mendations, the AMC meeting in Kentucky 
Hotel here is regarded by many as the most 
successful of the Council’s eleven sessions. 


The Council, made up of an executive com- 
mittee drawn from all synods, the presidents 
of synod and presbytery men’s councils, the 
regional directors of religious education, and 
the representatives of each synod’s committee 
on men’s work, began its work at 9:00 a. m., 
Friday, January 13. Walter R. Humphrey, re- 
tiring president, from Fort Worth, Texas, pre- 
sided throughout the three-day session. 


Among the outstanding events of the Council 
meeting were the presentations made on Friday 
and Saturday nights of projects for men’s 
groups. The first, a double-barreled effort in 
evangelism, called “Operation Loyalty” and 
“Operation Friendship,” was presented by Dr. 
William McCorkle and the Rev. Al Dimmock, 
secretary and associate secretary, respectively, of 
the Division of Evangelism. 


“Operation Friendship”, Mr. Dimmock stated, 
is a “planned program to lead others to Christ 
and into church membership, through visitation 
and guidance efforts” within Men of the Church 
groups. “Operation Loyalty’, Dr. McCorkle ex- 
plained, seeks to interest men in capturing the 
interest of the entire congregation in a concerted 
program of Christian growth and service. Re- 
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activation of the inactive is a major element of 
the project. 


The second major project proposed for men 
in 1956 was outlined by Dr. Hunter E. Blakely, 
secretary of the Division of Higher Education, 
and Mr. Clint Harris, secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Church Relations, both of the Board 
of Christian Education. 


Calling Presbyterian men to spearhead a 
spiritual and intellectual leadership that can 
defeat Communist materialism in the battle for 
the minds of men, Dr. Blakely told of the 1956 
special emphasis on Christian Higher Education. 
The emphasis, seeking to “claim for Christ and 
His Church the intellectual leadership for to- 
morrow,” will make use of “contact men” from 
every presbytery. Mr. Harris displayed a light, 
portable display and flip-chart which he has 
designed to be used by the contact men in 
presenting the challenge to support Church col- 
leges and the Westminster Fellowship program 
on campuses of state-supported schools. One 
hundred and fifty of the portable lecture kits 
and displays have been prepared, and volunteers 
for using them were asked from AMC. More 
than 90 names were added to a list that already 
contained 133 names. 


Under the AMC-Higher Education Division 
plan, any Church organization wishing to have 
a presentation in this field may write the Rich- 
mond office and ask for a speaker on a given 
date. The men of the church contact men will 
provide the speaker, using the kit. 


Election of the officers for 1956 was held Fri- 
day night. In addition to President Deifell, 
other key officers elected were: First vice-presi- 
dent, M. Elmer Taylor, Jacksonville, Fla., second 
vice-president, James A. Harkins, Oklahoma 
City; secretary, John M. Myers, Jr., New Or- 
leans, La.; and treasurer, Clifford Coleman, 
Memphis, Tenn. Mr. Humphrey, as immediate 
past president, and John V. Matthews of Fayette- 
ville, Tenn., as second past-president, serve with 
this group of elected officers. 


Other members of the Executive Committee 
of AMC elected at this meeting, or already 
named, are: Synod Committee Representatives: 
Dr. Sidney A. Gates of North Carolina; the Rev. 
Jac C. Ruffin of Arkansas, and the Rev. M. R. 
Costanzo of Kentucky. 

Regional Directors: the Rev. Jack B. Mc- 
Michael of Texas-Oklahoma; the Rev. I. M. 
Ellis of Appalachia; and the Rev. George H. 
Ricks of Louisiana. 


Board of Christian Education’s Men’s Work 
Committee: Dr. Andrew R. Bird, Jr., of West 
Virginia; Dr. Lawrence I. Stell of North Caro- 
lina; and Dr. Frank M. Taylor of Texas. 


The General Council Representative: = Dr. 


James G. Patton of Georgia. 
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Action on reports of seven permanent AMC 
committees began Saturday afternoon, and coy. 
ered some 100 recommendations concerning ll 
phases of Men’s Work. Among them were: 


The Council approved a Council budget of 
$12,400, to cover its annual meeting expenses, 
travel of its president and official representa- 
tives, costs of executive committee meetings, and 
travel of contact men. 


AMC chose Montreat, N. C., as the site for 
the January 4-6, 1957, Council meeting. 


The council urged that presidents of presby- 
tery and synod men’s councils be made members 
of their respective church court’s Christian Edu- 
cation Committees. 


Each synod council was urged to send at least 
one elected officer as its representative to each 
presbytery rally, and to provide adequate travel 
expenses for its officers on official business. The 
synod councils were also urged to give serious 
consideration to providing funds for the synod 
men’s secretary to attend annual AMC meetings. 


Robert 


“THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS.” 
Johnstone. Baker Book House. $3.95. 


In these challenging chapters the Epistle to 
the Philippians is expounded section by section 
with illuminating illustrations and practical ap- 
plications. This is a book that will be highly 
valued by the preacher for his homiletic use. 
Included in this volume is the learned author's 
own translation and notes on the Greek text. At 
the end of the volume is given a translation of 
Polycarp’s letter to the Christians of Philippi - 
which seems to form a suitable appendix to 
an exposition of Paul’s Epistle to their church; 
as affording a most interesting glimpse of their 
spiritual condition half a century, or thereby, 
after the apostle had gone to his reward. 


‘““THE Wipow’s Son.”” Albert E. Potts. Chris- 
topher Publishing House. $4.50. | 


This is a Biblical novel based on the son of 
the widow of Nain. (Luke 7:11-15) The author 
believes that romance and human life are as 
inseparable as day is from the sun in the sky, 
and has given a romantic flavor to this fictional 
story with a Biblical background. 


Tarsus. Harold L. Phillips. 


$1.50. 


This is an introductory study to the life and 
work of Paul. It sketches briefly the formative 
influences in his life and takes note of the major 
events and crises of his career as a missionary 
and an apostle. The style is simple and young 
people would find it easy reading. 


A MAN OF 
Warner Press. 
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“THE TREASURY OF CHARLES H. SPURGEON.” 
Wilbur M. Smith. Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.50. 


Spurgeon was a prolific producer of sermons. 
His literary legacy constitutes a considerable li- 
brary. The editor of this volume has sifted 
Spurgeon’s works so as to present his message 
in emphasis and at the same time to reflect the 
diversity of his mind and interests. The first 
part of the book is of the miscellaneous character 
and reflects the distant horizons of Spurgeon’s 
interest and the practical application he made 
of his knowledge in his pulpit ministry. “John 
Ploughman’s Pictures’ reflects the quaint style 
of rustic England a century ago. “Vanity Fair” 
is based on ‘“Pilgrim’s Progress.” The second 
part consists of sermons chosen not only _be- 
cause they demonstrate the preacher’s artistry 
but because they illustrate the subjects with 
which he was mest concerned. They are typical 
both of his message and method. These mes- 
sages show that Spurgeon possessed the quality 
found in our Lord’s teaching that compelled the 
observation “the common people heard him 


gladly.” 


“PROPHECY AND HIsTORY IN RELATION TO THE 
MesstAH.” Alfred Edersheim. Baker Book 
House. $3.75. 

These are the Warburton Lectures delivered 
by the respected author of “Life and Times of 
Jesus, the Messiah.” It was the aim of this great 
scholar and theologian ‘“‘to show the prophetic 
character of the Old Testament as fulfillment 
in Jesus Christ” and “to secure that position 
against the attack both in front and rear” by 
a survey of the concept of Messianic prophecy 
and history. Dr. Edersheim’s contribution does 
much to strengthen the Christian’s hold on a 
tenet which he holds dear and supplies him with 
effective ammunition for his defense. This book 
will fill a serious gap on the Bible student’s 
shelf in the text book field, for the evangelical 
school, and seminary. 


“EvusesBius’ ECCLESIASTICAL History.’ Eusebius 
Pamphilus. Baker Book House. $3.95. 

This work is a classic which ranks in signifi- 
cance with the works of Josephus. What Jo- 
sephus did for the Old Testament, Eusebius did 
lor the New Testament era and for the early 
vears of post-Biblical church history. This par- 
ticular work embraces the events of the first 
three centuries of the Christian church to the 
time of Constantine when he became master of 
the Roman world. Eusebius brought this work 
to completion in the early years of the fourth 
century. It is perhaps the most important of 
any that has come down to us from the time of 
the earlier Fathers of the church. It has earned 
for Eusebius the title Father of Church History. 


This particular edition has a number of ex- 
cellent features. It enables the reader to pro- 
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John R. Richardson says that 
this book has a ‘‘wealth of in- 
formation in clear and under- 
standable language.”’ 


@ Clear and Concise 
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ceed unhampered by the extensive critical and 
explanatory notes which block his ready progress 
in the usual editions. You also will find in 
one convenient volume the “Ecclesiastical His- 
tory,” ‘“The Book of Martyrs,” and an histori- 
cal view of the council of Nicea by Isaac Boyle. 
For the student of history or tor the general 
reader, this edition gives a ready and fascinating 
view of a very significant period of history. 


Gene W. 


“PRIMER FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS.” 
Newberry. Warner Press. $1.50. 

This volume contains twelve messages that 
will be of interest to young Christians. It closes 
with a twelfth one on “A Glossary of Words 
for the Christian.” dt introduces the young 
Christian to the language of salvation. 


Sharing Our Surplus 

Instead of paying storage charges, our tax 
money can now be used for delivery of our 
vast accumulation of surplus food to individuals 
in the most distressed areas of 
the world. Who could let milk spoil rather than 
give it to a starving world? - certainly not Chris- 
tians for whom Church World Service will ad- 
minister and make final distribution of $20 
worth of this food for $1. Best estimates are. 
that wheat, corn, cotton seed oil and dairy 
products that are in danger of spoiling from 
long storage can be put into the hands of 
the starving for about 5% of their worth. Who 
can estimate the eternal measurements of mercy? 
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